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Health  Department, 

Council  Offices, 

Medoinsley  Road, 
C'onsett, 

Co.  Durham. 

Jidy,  1965. 

TO  THK  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CONSETT  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COCNCIL 


Mr.  Ch.airman,  Ladie.s  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  fur  the  year  1964. 

On  the  whole  it  has  been  a satisfactory  year;  the  health  of  the 
district  remained  good  with  no  serious  incid(mce  of  infectious  disease. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a fall  in  tin;  birth  rate  and  death  rate  and 
an  increase  in  the  important  rates  for  stillbirths  and  perinatal  deaths 
although  there  is  a slight  fall  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate.  There  was 
an  increase,  both  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and  in  the 
number  of  notified  cases. 

Heart  disease  continues  to  be  the.  main  cause  of  death  and  there  is 
a slight  fall  in  the  deaths  from  lung  cancer,  the  rate  in  this  district  being 
lower  than  in  the  country  as  a whole.  There  is  a decrease  in  deaths  from 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia.  Unfortunately  there  is  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  accidental  deaths  although  the  incidence  of  home  accidents 
has  fallen. 

There  is  an  increasing  demand  for  services  for  the  aged.  The  voluntary 
chiropody  scheme  which  has  been  running  in  this  area  for  six  years  has 
expanded  steadily,  showing  the  tremendous  need  for  this  service  for  the 
elderly.  The  meals  on  wheels  service,  operated  by  the  Women’s  Voluntar}'^ 
Service  has  continued  to  expand  also  and  now  covers  most  parts  of  the 
district. 

Co-operation  with  general  medical  practitioners  and  ho.spital  medical 
staff  has  remained  good  a)id  I am  grateful  to  my  colleagues  for  this. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  suppoi't  and  the 
Staff'  for  their  loyal  co-operation. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully. 


ROSETTA  HILL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STAFF  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  OJficer  of  Health  and  AfisiHanl  Coutdy  Medical  Officer  for  Coasetl 
and  Stanley  Urban  and  Lanchester  Rural  District: — 

llosKTTA  Hill,  m.b.,  u.ch.,  d.p.h. 


Uhief  Public  health  Inspector: 

H.  Walton,  m.a.p.h.i.,  Registered  Architect,  Certificate  and 

Meat  Inspectors’  Certificate. 


Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

T.  E.  Hodgson,  m.a.p.ii.i.,  Certificate  S.T.B.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate. 

d.  R.  Best,  m.a.p.ii.i.,  Certificat(‘  p.h.i.e.il,  and  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate. 

B.  Armstrong,  m.a.p.h.i..  Certificate  p.h.i.e.b.,  and  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate,  and  Diploma  for  Smoke  Inspectors.  Resigned  20th 
September,  1964. 

R.  Calland,  m.a.p.h.i..  Certificate  p.h.i.e.b.,  Meat  Inspectors’ 
Certificate,  and  Diploma  for  Smoke  Inspectors  and  H.N.C.  (Building). 
Commenced  30th  November,  1964. 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

D.  Britten.  J.  Diddle. 

Rodent  Officer  and  Market  Inspector: 

R.  Urwix.  Resigned,  5th  February,  1964. 
W . Cade.  Commenced  20th  July,  19l)4. 


Clerical  Staff: 

Miss  P.  E.  Barrow,  Retired  22nd  January,  1964. 

Mr.  G.  Green,  Commenced  23rd  January,  1964. 

Mrs.  E.  Winter.  Miss  J.  Johnson. 

In  January,  Miss  P.  E.  Barrow  retired  after  a long  and  successfid 
car<‘er  in  local  gov(‘rnmenl.  having  been  in  the  ser\ice  of  this  Council 
since  1918. 

She  first  entered  the  Health  Ihgiartment  as  tJerk  in  1937.  and  in 
1916  liecame  Chief  Clerk,  a f)osition  which  she  held  with  distinction 
unt  il  her  retirement. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  Miss  Barrow's  most  valuable 
sei'vice  to  the  Department. 
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I.  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 
CONSETT  URBAN  DISTRICT 

Area  (Acros) 


RELATING  TO  THE 

10,042 


Population  (Estiinatod) 

38,000 

(i)  Estiniatofl  iiuml)orof  rliiklrcn: — 

Undor  5 years  ... 

. . . 

... 

3,185 

5-15y('ars 

5,916 

Marriages  in  the  Area  during  1964  (Estimated) 

163 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  ... 

12,277 

(i)  Nwiuhor  of  Aged  IVtiner.s’ Homos 

56 

(ii)  Number  of  Council  Aged  I’crson.s’  Homo.s 

266 

(iii)  Number  of  Council  House.s  (Including  Agod  Persons) 

3,958 

(iv')  Numl)e.r  of  Hou.sos  and  Shops  combined  ... 

129 

(v)  Number  of  Lock-up  Shops  ... 

305 

(vi)  Number  of  Occupied  Houses  under  Closing  or 

Demolition 

Orders  ... 

2 

Rateable  Value,  April  1st,  1964  

£1,583,377 

Net  Product  of  a Penny  Rate  April  1st,  1964 

£6,345 

APPROXIMATE  NUMBER  OF  EMPLOYED 

PERSONS 

Malci 

Females 

Total 

14,357 

4,556 

18,913 

The  above  figures  include  small  numbers 

of  ein 

ployable  persons  in  the 

Lanchester,  Hexham,  Weardale  Rural  and  Blaydon  Urban  Districts. 

UNEMPLOYED  AND  DISABLED 

Females 

Total 

(i)  Employable  Persons  out  of  work  at 

the  end  of  1964  ... 

414 

95 

509 

(ii)  Persons  registered  as  Disabled 

(iii)  Percentage  of  Registered  Di.sablod 

757 

80 

837 

who  were  on  the  Tuberculosis 
Register 

17 

7 

24 

(iv)  Disabled  persons  trained 

14 

1 

15 

(\  ) No.  of  persons  who  have  had  special 

rehabilitation  during  1964 

3 

— 

3 

(vi)  No.  of  T.B.  persons  who  have  had 

special  rehabilitation  during 

1 964  

1 

— 

1 

(vii)  Tuberculosis  persons  trained  iluring 

1964  

1 

1 

2 

(viii)  No.  of  Registered  Blind  Per.sons 

21 

33 

54 

(ix)  No.  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

lU 

18 

28 

(x)  No.  of  Registered  Physically  Handi- 

capped Persons 

42 

43 

85 

(xi)  No.  of  Registered  Deaf  and  Dumli 

Per.sons 

8 

7 

15 

(xii)  No.  of  Registered  Hard  of  Hearing 

Persons 

3 

1 

4 
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DETAILED  VITAL  STATISTICS 

(See  Apjicndix  A) 

Co  11  .fell 

Live  Bimns  : — 

Jinn  land 

(171  d 

Durhmi^ 

Cnii7dy 

>s’uml'('r 

618 

— 

— 

l\at(' pi'r  1 .000  popn  lal  ion 

Illegitimate  Live  I’.irlhs  per  cent  of  total 

16.2 

18.4* 

18.3 

li\  e hirl  lis 

Srii.i.mHTHS  : - 

4.5 

— 

4.2 

.\umlier 

It 





Kate  per  1 ,000  total  li\  e and  stillliirths 

17.4 

16.3* 

20.0 

Tot  a.l  Li',  e and  St  illhii'l  h.s 

629 

— 

— 

Infant  Deal h.s  ( Dcat h.s  under  1 year) 

14 

■ — 

— 

1m  AN’I’  i\IORTAHT'i'  l^ATEM  : 

"J’liliil  inl'ant  druHis  por  1,000  toliil  live 


hirtlis 

Legitimate  infant,  deaths  jier  1,000  legiii- 

22.6 

20.0* 

22.9 

mate  li\  e liii'l  lis... 

Illegitimate  infant  ileaths  pi-r  l,0t)0  illegiti- 

21.0 

— 

22.6 

mate  live  hirtlis... 

Neo  natal  Mortality  llatc  (deaths  under  4 

25.7 

— 

20.4 

weok.s  jier  1 ,000  total  live  births) 

Early  Noo-natal  Mortality  rate  (ileaths 

17.8 

13.8* 

15.7 

under  1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births) 
rerinatal  iNlortality  Kate  (stillbirths  and 
deaths  under  1 w’cek  combined  per 

17.8 

13.8 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths) 

Mateknal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  : — 

35.0 

28.2* 

33.5 

Number  of  deaths 

Nil 

— 

— 

Kate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Deaths  : — 

— 

0.25* 

0.11 

N umber 

397 

— 

Rate  per  l,ti0(t  pojmlatioii  ... 

Tuberculo.si.s  Deaths  : — 

10.4 

11.3* 

10.9 

Number 

4 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population  ... 

* l'ron’!io7iaI  figru'e.^ 

0.11 

0.05* 

0.07 

The  standai'fli.-ied  Ijirlli  and  tloatli  rates  for  the  area,  i.c.  rates  calcidated 
ill  such  a way  that  allowances  are  maile  for  the  ape  and  sex  composition  of 
the  population,  were  16.2  and  12.48  respectively. 


BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 
Legitimate 
lilegitimate  ... 

(}>)  Stili  Births 

Legitimate 
lilegitimate  ... 

DEATHS 

Deaths  during  the  year 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 


Mttle.s 

Fewalc.s 

Total 

299 

291 

590 

1 1 

17 

28 

310 

308 

618 

6 

5 

11 

Males 

Fexiales 

Totals 

227 

170 

397 

- - 

- - 
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BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000  POPULATION,  1940-1964 
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YEAR 


(a)  Infant  Deaths 


'Phcro,  was  a decrease  in  the,  number  of  infant  deaths  during  the  year, 
there  being  14  (22.0  per  l.OUO  live  birtlis);  11  of  tliese  occurred  in  the 
first  week  of  life,  'file  rate  for  Durham  County  \\as  22.0  and  England  and 
Wales  20.0.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  15  infant  deaths  (22.0  per 
1,000  live  births). 

'fhere  was  an  increase  in  the  nuinluu-  of  stillbirths  which  occurre.d 
during  the  year,  there  being  1 1 as  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  3'ear. 
This  gives  a stillbirth  rate  of  17.4  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  and  com- 
pares with  the  rate  of  20.0  for  Durham  County  and  10.3  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  investigation  of  all  perinatal  deaths  in  Stanle}^  and  Consett 
Urban  Districts  w as  continued  for  the  ninth  successive  year.  Each  case 
is  investigated  in  detail  and  as  far  as  possible  a post  mortem  is  carried 
out  in  eveiy  case.  The  scope  of  the  surve}^  has  widened  considerabl}' 
and  consideration  is  given  to  the  presence  of  an  avoidable  factor  assoc- 
iated with  the  cause  of  death.  C^.uarterl}^  meetings  are  held  with  the 
consultants  at  the  Richard  Murray  Hospital,  and  each  j-ear  a report  is 
presented  to  a mi'cting  of  hospital  medical  staff,  general  practitioners, 
and  local  health  authority  medical  staff.  Co-operation  fi-om  tlie  hospital, 
medical  and  nursing  staff,  midwives  and  general  practitioners  is  excellent. 


ANALYSIS  OF  INFANT  DEATHS  DURING  FIRST  YEAR  OF  LIFE,  1964 


Cause* 

U nder 

1 week 

1 to  4 
weeks 

1 to  12 
months 

Prematurity  ... 

0 





Broncho  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

— 

2 

t p’alino  Membrane  Disease'  ... 

2 

— 

Congenital  Heart  Disease 

— 

1 

— 

Congenital  .Maltormat ions  ... 

2 

— 

— 

Hhesus  Iso  Immunisation 

1 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 

2 

* As  classified  by  the  Reyistrar  General 
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(b)  Deaths  (General) 


AI.L  CAUSES  

M ale 

227 

Female 

170 

Total 

397 

1.  ('iirdio  vaneuliii’  : — 

(ii)  Vascular  lesicuis  of  iiei’vou.s  system ... 

34 

25 

59 

(1))  Coronary  dis(!ase 

54 

25 

79 

(c)  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

3 

4 

(d)  Other  lieartdisoases 

23 

19 

42 

(e)  Otlier  circulatory  (.liseases  ... 

4 

9 

13 

Todi/.s  

110 

81 

197 

2.  Cancer  : — 

(a)  Madignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

4 

7 

11 

(b)  Malignant  Noopla.sm,  lung,  bronchus 

17 

1 

18 

(c)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

1 

7 

8 

(d)  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

3 

3 

(e)  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neo- 
plasms ... 

21 

21 

42 

Totals 

43 

39 

82 

d.  Chest  di.seases  : — 

(a)  Pneumonia  ... 

5 

8 

13 

(h)  Bronchitis 

10 

9 

25 

(c)  (tther  disea.'.es  of  respiratory  .system 

7 

1 

8 

Totals 

28 

18 

40 

4.  Tuberculosis-  all  forms  ... 

3 

1 

4 

.5.  Intluenza  ... 

— 

— 

— 

fi.  Syphilitic  disea.ses 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Leukaemia 

2 

1 

3 

S.  Diabetes  ... 

— 

3 

3 

!).  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

10.  Oastrit  is,  Entei  itis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

11.  Nephrit  is  and  Ne])hi()sis  .. . 

2 

2 

4 

12.  Hyperplasia  of  pro.statc  ... 

1 

— 

1 

13.  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

3 

4 

14.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

15.  Other  defined  and  ill-definefl  diseases  ... 

20 

18 

38 

IG.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

4 

1 

5 

17.  All  other  Accidents 

1 

2 

o 

.) 

18.  Suicide 

5 

— 

5 

H).  Homicide  ... 

— 

— 

The.  main  causes  of  death  in  the  district  during  tlie  j'ear  were  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  cancer,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia, 
in  that  onh'r  of  prevalence.  Of  the  total  of  397  resident  deaths.  69  died 
outside  the  district,  maiidy  in  neighbouring  hospitals. 


Coronary  Disease 

There  was  a deci'case  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  coronary  disease, 
there  being  79  as  compared  with  1(I9  in  the  previous  year. 


JO 


Deaths  in  age  groups  are 

as  follows : — 

A(je  GroH/j 

AJ  (lies 

Feniiiles 

Totals 

25-114  year.s 

1 

— 

1 

35-44  ,, 

5 

— 

5 

45-54  , , ... 

(i 

— 

0 

55-(14 

1!) 

ti 

25 

t)5-7-t  ,, 

14 

1 1 

25 

75  years  and  uvei'  . . . 

!) 

8 

17 

54 

25 

7 it 

In  the  country  as  a whole  there  is  a continued  high  incidence  of 
coronary  disease;  in  England  anil  Wales  in  1904  there  were  1U(),290 
deaths  from  this  cause. 

It  does  appear  that  there  may  he  many  factors  involved  in  its 
causation,  e.g.  high  animal  fat  content  of  the  diet,  lack  of  excei'cise,  cig- 
arette smoking,  stress  etc.  Education  of  the  young  in  forming  healthy 
habits  would  seem  to  be  an  initial  step  in  the  prevention  of  the  disease 
in  later  life. 


Lung  Cancer 

There  were  18  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  as  compared  with  19 
iit  the  previous  year. 


Deaths  in  age  groups  arc  as 

follows : — 

.4  (jc  Group 

Males 

Females 

45-54  ycar.s 

2 

■ — 

55-64  ,, 

7 

— 

65-74  ,, 

8 

— 

‘•75  years  and  over  ... 

— 

1 

17 

1 

Totals 

2 

7 

8 
1 

18 


The  death  rate  for  lung  cancer  for  this  area  was  0.47  per  1,000 
population  as  compared  with  0.54  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.49  for 
Durham  County.  The  incidence  of  lung  cancer  in  the  Country  as  a whole 
still  continues  to  increase  and  it  is  now  the  most  common  form  of  cancer 
mortality.  There  were  25,371  deaths  from  this  disease  in  Plngland  and 
Wales  during  the  year,  a large  majority  being  males  (21,470). 

The  evidence  of  the  association  of  cigarette,  smoking  with  lung 
cancer  is  now  overwhelming.  There  has  l)een  a report  by  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  in  this  countiy  and  a similar  one  in  America.  A 
survey  of  British  doctors  showed  not  only  that  the  incidence  of  lung 
cancer  was  much  higher  in  smokers  than  non-smokers,  but  also  that  the 
deathrates  from  other  respiratory  diseases,  and  coronary  disease,  was 
higher  in  smokers. 

It  is  most  im})ortant  that  health  education  of  school  children  should 
be  pursued  in  an  endeavour  to  prevent  them  staiding  the  habit,  as  it 
seems  so  many  adults  who  have  smoked  for  many  year's,  find  it  inrposs- 
ible  to  stop. 


n 


Bronchitis 


There  were  25  deaths  from  bronchitis  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  28  in  the  previous  year. 

Deaths  in  age  groups  are  as  follows ; — 


Age  Groups 

Males 

Females 

Totals 

45-54  years 

2 

— 

2 

55-64  ,, 

...  7 

3 

10 

65-74  ,, 

4 

4 

8 

75  years  and  over  . . . 

3 

2 

5 

16 

9 

25 

This  disease,  often  referred  to  as  the  English  Disease,  continues  to 
be  one  (T  our  greatest  problems,  and  is  responsible  for  more  sickness 
absence  from  work  than  any  other  single  cause.  It  is  estimated  that 
30,000,000  working  days  are  lost  each  year  from  this  cause.  A great  deal 
of  research  has  been  done  in  recent  years  into  the  cause  of  bronchitis 
and,  although  there  may  be  many  factors  involved,  there  is  evidence 
that  atmospheric  pollution  is  a very  important  factor.  It  seems  that 
cigarette  smoking  may  also  contribute  to  causing  and  aggravating  the 
disease.  In  England  and  Wales  there  were  28,740  deaths  from  this  disease 
during  1904. 


Accidents.  There  were  8 accidental  deaths  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  7 in  the  previous  year. 


Details  of  the  fatal  accidents  are  as  follows : — 


Cause  No. 

.Occidents  in  the  liome — falls  2 

— suffocation — during 
an  epileptic  fit  1 


Ages 

73  and  79  years 
17  years 


Accidents  on  the  road — driver 

— pas.senger 
— IDedestrian 


3 21,  27  and  44  years 

1 1 6 years 

1 72  years 


The  Home  Safety  Committee,  first  set  up  in  1963  formed  a plan  for 
intensifying  the  publicity  regarding  the  prevention  of  home  accidents. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  health  education  literature  displayed  in  public, 
it  was  decided  to  run  a Home  Safety  column  in  the  local  press  and  also 
to  arrange  a Home  Safety  Week,  I'he  press  publicity  was  started  early 
in  1965  and  it  is  intended  that  the  Home  Safety  Week  will  be  held  later 
in  the  year. 

In  October,  1964  the  Children’s  Nightdresses  Regulations,  1964 
came  into  force  and  the  effect  of  these  is  to  ensure  that  all  children’s 
nightdresses  offered  for  sale  are  made  of  llame  resistant  fabric. 


II.  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


A.  Environmental  Circumstances  and  Local  Authority  Services 
(a)  GENERAL 

Water.  Work  on  the  new  Derwent  Reservoir  wliicli  is  being  con- 
structed by  Durham  County  Water  Board  and  The  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company,  is  proceeding  satisfactorily,  and  is  expected  to 
be  completed  by  the  calculated  date  in  11)00.  Although  of  interest  to  the 
County  as  a whole,  this  scheme,  iloes  not  directly  affect  the  water  supplies 
to  Consett. 

Sampling  of  mains  water  has  been  carried  out  and  results  are.  given 
below.  One  chemical  sample  was  taken  and  described  by  the  Analyst 
as  being  free,  from  deposit,  odour  and  taste,  and  suitable  for  public 
supply.  The  water  supply  has  been  somewhat  coloured  b}^  organic  dyes 
absorbed  from  the  moorland  gathering  ground,  and  unfortunately,  no 
reduction  in  this  colour  can  be  expected  until  the  new  filter  plant  at 
Honey  Hill  comes  into  use.  Construction  of  this  plant  is  proceeding. 


Only  three  houses  in  the  Area  ai-e  without  a proper  piped  supply  of 
mains  water  and  these  houses  rely  on  spring  water.  Regular  sampling 
shows  that  they  are  contaminated  and  the  occupants  have  been  warned 
to  boil  all  water  before  it  is  used  for  drinking  purposes. 


Ilf/rf/ 

yo.  of 

Type  of  Supply 

Method  of  Distribution 

Houses 

Occu- 

pants 

Public 

Primte 

Spring 

iVell 

Carried 

Gravi- 

tation 

Piped 

Pifmppd 

House  Service 

Inside 

Out 

Consett  South 

2 

O 

— 

O 

O 

~ 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Le.ndgatp 

1 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Tnlals 

.3 

4 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

•> 

Eighteen  samples  were  forwarded  to  the.  Bacteriologist  and  results 
graded  in  accordance  with  the  Ministiw'  of  Health  Report,  “The  Bac- 
teriological Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1949,”  are  as  follows: — 


Grade  1 

Grade  II 

Grade  III 

Grade  1 1 ' 

Total 

Public  Water  Supply  . . . 

4 



1 



5 

Other  Sources  of  Supply 
(Springs,  Wells,  etc.) 

3 

— 

1 

0 

1.3 

Totals 

7 

— 

2 

9 

18 

Drainage  and  Sewage.  No  maior  alterations  have  been  carried 
out  to  the  four  main  sewage  works  in  use.  although  these  are  working 
to  full  capacity. 

There  are  also  two  small  disposal  works  recently  completed  at  I vest  on 
which  serve  forty  dwelling  houses  in  this  village,  and  all  but  three  have 
now  beeii  connected  to  the  system  supplying  these  works. 
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Sanitary  Conveniences 


The  type  of  closet  in  use  in  the  Council's  area  are  as  follows: — 


Watcr-elo.sots  ... 
Ash -closets 
Privy  iMiddens  ... 
Glieiuical  Closets 


14,046 

26 

2 

7 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Mi'asureinents  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  by  the  volumetric 
method  are  still  being  carried  out  at  the  following  sites  representing  three 
different  types  of  areas: — 

(a)  Y^.M.C.A.  Building,  Parliament  Street,  Consett,  representing  an 

industrial  area. 

(b)  Council  Yard,  Lcadgate,  representing  an  area  of  high  residential 

population. 

(c)  Garage,  St.  Pius  Church,  Moorside,  representing  an  area  of  low 

residential  population. 

l)e])osit  gauges  were  again  introduced  at  Blackhill  and  Consett  for 
the  measurement  of  total  undissolved  matter  and  ferric  oxide. 

During  the  year,  atmospheric  pollution  from  the  steelworks  plant 
has  been  much  aggravated  by  heavy  emissions  of  ferric  oxide  du.st  and 
the  attention  of  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Alkali  has  been  drawn  to  this. 

Readings  of  the  measurements  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide,  as 
well  as  tliose  from  the  deposit  gauges,  indicate  that  there  is  much  indust- 
rial and  domestic  pollution  in  the  Area.  In  1962,  a full  report  on  Smoke 
Control  Areas  was  submitted  to  the  Council,  and  their  decision  was  def- 
erred until  a later  date.  There  has  been  no  further  action  taken  during 
this  year. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Work  in  connection  with  the  above  Act  was  carried  on  from  January 
until  July  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  due  to  the  Rodent  Officer  taking 
up  another  appointment,  and,  during  this  period,  only  complaints  were 
dealt  with.  In  July,  a Rodent  Officer  was  appointed  and,  after  training, 
inspections  and  treatment  were  instituted. 

Nine  hundred  and  forty-six  inspections  and  re-visits  were  made  and 
128  premises  were  treated  for  eradication  of  rats  and  mice.  Details  arc 
given  in  Appendices  C and  D.  Methods  of  extermination  are  those  recom- 
mended by  The  Ministr}'  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and 
throughout  the  year,  full  co-operation  has  been  maintained  with  the 
Divisional  Pests’  Officer  at  Durham, 

Householders  are  encouraged  to  report  any  infestations  and  treat- 
ment is  free.  Business  premises,  however,  are  chai’ged. 
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The  Council  are  members  of  the  Workable  Area  Committee  and 
representatives  from  tlie  Health  Department  attend  their  meetings  at 
Durham  where  useful  discussions  take  place  and  instructive  talks  are 
given  from  time  to  time. 

The  maintenance  and  treatment  of  sewage  and  sewage  disposal 
works  was  again  carried  out  (sec  Appendix  D). 


Disinfestation 

Twelve  houses  were  treated  for  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs,  insects, 
beetles,  etc. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

Further  complaints  were  received  from  residents  adjoining  a 
plant  in  which  industrial  gas  was  being  exhausted  into  the  air,  and  after 
the  fitting  of  a silencer,  this  nuisance  was  minimised. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year,  one  licence  for  the  keeping  of  pet  animals  was 
issued  and  routine  inspections  were  carried  out. 

Swimming  Baths 

The  new  swimming  baths  completed  in  August,  19G2,  are  still  being 
extensively  used. 

Routine  samples  of  water  are  taken  every  hour  by  the  Baths  Manager 
to  ensure  the  correct  chlorine  residual  and  Idi  value.  One  hundred  and 
seven  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  by  the  Health  Department 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


(b)  HOUSING  AND  FACTORIES 
(1)  General 


During  the  year,  the  Council  erected  the  following  houses : — 


Two 

Three 

Locality 

Bedroomed 

Bedroomed 

Total 

Allison  Street,  Consett 

St.  Marv’s  Street,  Illackhill 

Hi 

7 

'1 

Moorsicle 

— 

26 

26 

Totals 

16 

27 

4.3 

Of  the  above  houses,  tuenty-six  were  built  by  the  Council  for 
private  sale. 

In  addition,  certificates  of  completion  were  issued  in  relation  to  71 
private  houses. 
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Since  the  war  a total  of  I3,0G4  houses  have  been  completed  in  the 
district : — 


(Jouncil  Private 

Houses  Houses 


1946 

58 

10 

1947 

238 

16 

1948 

268 

29 

] 949 

195 

12 

1950 

134 

13 

1961 

109 

12 

1952 

116 

12 

1953 

146 

29 

1954 

170 

35 

1955 

136 

35 

1956 

107 

47 

1957 

130 

58 

1958 

104 

54 

19.59 

76 

81 

1960 

44 

52 

1961 

44 

137 

1962 

47 

91 

1963 

11 

94 

1964 

17 

97 

2,150 

914 

(ii)  Improvement  Grants 

One.  hundred  and  sixteen  preliminary  applications  were  made  for 
improvement  grants  during  the  year,  as  provided  by  the  House  Purchase 
and  Housing  Act,  1959,  and  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  discretionary  and  372  standard  grants 
have  been  approved  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme,  and  of  these,  548 
have  been  completed  and  the  properties  brought  up  to  the  necessary 
standard. 

(iii)  Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation 

Individual 

Four  demolition  orders  and  one  closing  order  were  made. 

Clearances  Areas 

No  clearance  areas  have  been  made. 

During  the  year,  one  family,  a total  of  four  persons,  were  rehoused 
by  the  Council. 

Due  to  collieries  closing  and  miners  moving  to  other  districts,  a large 
number  of  the  413  National  Coal  Board  houses  in  the  village  of  Allendale 
Cottages,  Derwent  Cottages,  Derwentside  and  High  Westwood,  have 
been  vacated.  Consultations  with  the  National  Coal  Board  resulted  in 
the  following  decisions  being  made : — 

(a)  that  all  houses  in  Derwent  Cottages  and  Derwentside,  a total 
of  138  houses,  should,  because  of  their  veiy  short  ‘life’,  be 
demolished  upon  becoming  vacant; 

(b)  that  all  the  houses  in  Allendale  Cottages  and  High  Westwood, 
a total  of  275  houses,  shoxdd  be  taken  over  by  the  local  authority 
because  of  their  having  a much  longer ‘life’,  and  re-occupied  by 
tenants  from  the  Council’s  housing  list.  Agreement  was  also 
reached  that  when  the  ‘life’  of  these  houses  had  expired,  they 
would  be  demolished  by  the  Council  and  the  sites  returned 
to  the  National  Coal  Board. 
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(iv)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

Til  ere  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Area. 

(v)  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses 

A.  Formal  Action 

(i)  Number  of  liouses  demoli.sliecl  during  tlie  year  a.s  a result  of  Clearance 

Seheme.s  or  other  formal  aetio/i  ...  ...  ...  ...  it 

(ii)  Number  of  bou.ses  closed  but  not  demoli.sliecl  as  a result  of  formal 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area.s  and  individual  unfit  bouses 

demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Number  of  house.s  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  ...  ...  — 

B.  Informal  Action 

(i)  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  as  a result 

of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  ...  ...  105 

(vi)  Reconditioning  and  Repair 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under  Housing  Acts 
(excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  As  a I’C.sult  of  informal  action 

(b)  By  owners  a.s  a residt  of  statutory  notice  ... 

(c)  By  Local  .'Vuthority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(d)  Hnfit  houses  made  fit  under  .See.  24  Housing  Act,  1957  ... 

(vii)  Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Tlie  following  is  a statement  of  applications  and  subsequent  action 
taken  under  the  Rent  Act : — 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  is.sue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under  paragraph  5 of  the 

First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refu.sed  by  Local  Authority  under  provi.so  to 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(C)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority,  for  cancellation  of 

cert  ificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — ■ 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  — 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’  objection  — 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authoritj''  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

This  Act  applies  generally  to  all  offices  and  shops  and  to  most  railway 
buildings  near  the  permanent  way,  and  anyone  employing  people  in 
these  types  of  premises  was  required,  between  1st  May  and  31st  July, 
1964,  to  register  their  premises  with  the  appropriate  Authority,  and 
also  to  notify  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  such  premises. 

Appendix  H shows  the  number  of  premises  registered  during  the 
year  and  the  number  of  inspections  made. 


115 

O 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  development  Act,  1960.  There  are  no 
caravan  sites  in  this  district. 

Factories 

Seventy-seven  visits  were  made  to  factories  in  which  persons  were  em- 
ployed. {See  Ajjpendix  E.) 

Outworkers 

No  person  was  notified  as  an  outworker. 

(c)  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 

Ajialysis  of  inspections  and  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts: — 


Inspec- 

tions 

No.  of 
Infoumal 
Notices 
served 

No.  of 
Statu- 
tory 
Notices 
served 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

1,043 

112 

507 

Overcrowding 

— 

.... 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient 

3 

Defective  ... 

8 

5 

0 

Drainage 

321 

43 

— 

48 

Water  Supply ... 

72 

2 

— 

2 

Food  Premises 

929 

127 

— 

199 

Shops  Act 

— 

— - 

Dairies 

— 

. 

Slaughterhouses 

1,801 

4 

— 

14 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

12 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ... 

77 

2 

— 

2 

Keeping  of  Animals  ... 

IS 

2 

— 

3 

In.sanitary  Ashpits  & Rece]3taclos  . . . 

30 

2 

— 

5 

Offensive  accumulations 

30 

20 

— 

19 

Smoke  Nuisances 

9.5 

4 

0 

Prevention  (jf  Damage  Pests  Act, 

1949  ‘ 

940 

128 

128 

Notifiable  Disea.ses  ... 

784 

— 

— 

— 

Volumetric  Smoke  Meters 

919 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  and  Pigeons 

111) 

8 

— 

0 

Infestations  ... 

1 10 

12 

— 

12 

Noise  Nuisances 

14 

1 

— 

Hairdressing  Establishments 

32 

— 

_ 

Offices.  Shops  anrl  Railway  Premises 
Act.  i9(i:i  ...  ■ 

208 

112 

1 

- 

— 

Totals 

8,30(1 

r)84 

1 

957 
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(d)  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Food  Premises 

'I'lu'.re  arc  8(34  promises  in  which  food  is  nianiifactur(‘d,  stored  or  sold 
to  which  929  inspections  were  made.  Appendix  F.  gives  details  t)f  various 
types  of  premises  visited  and  the  circumstances  foimd  wliich  warranted 
notices  being  served  to  conform  witli  the  various  Acts  and  Byt'laws. 


Tlic  following  are  details  of  food  premises: — 

Hiiteliors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3U 

Itakeliousc.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ke.slauianthi,  t'lil'ea  aiul  Stiack  Biu'.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  2(1 

General  Dealers  and  Greeer.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

Green  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

t'onfeetionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •13 

tt’et.  Fish  Sliop.s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops. . . ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Licenseil  Premises  (Hotels,  Public  Houses,  Inns)  ...  ...  (10 

School  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Hospital  aiifl  Institution  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  364 


Appendix  F.  gives  the  number  of  notices  served  and  the  defects 
remedied. 

2.  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Premises  indicated  below  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1955,  for  the  following  purposes: — 

Ice-cream  jManufacturc  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .I 

Ice-crcam  Storage  and  Sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Prepai'ation  or  iManul'acture  of  Sausages,  Potted  or  Pres.sed  Food  39 
Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Fish  and  Potatoes  ...  ...  14 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


A number  of  ice-cream  vans  and  travelling  sltops  which  arc  subject 
to  inspection  and  supervision  under  the  Food  Hj^giene  Regulations, 
operate  in  the  dtstrict. 

3.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947  and  1948 

All  premises  used  f(jr  t he  manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  were 
regularly  inspected  and  a very  high  standard  of  hygiene  has  been  main- 
tained. Periodic  sampling  provided  the.  fitllowing  satisfactory  results. 

Ice  Cream  Sample  Results: — 


iVo.  of 

Samples 

Grade  I ... 

63 

Gi’Uile  II 

1(1 

Grade  III 

3 

Grade  IV 

2 

Total 

78 

4.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

All  dealers’  licences  in  milk  are  now  issued  by  Durham  County 
Council. 

5.  Milk  Sampling 

One  hundred  and  nine  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  from  retailers  in  this  Area  and  the  following  results 
obtained : — 


Type  of  Sample 

No.  of 
aampks 
taken 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Biological 

Result 

Hat. 

Unsat. 

Hat. 

Unsat. 

Hat 

Unsat. 

S’a(. 

Unsat. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised)  

87 

84 

.3 

87 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Sterilised  

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

— 

— 

6.  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

Slaughterhouses — There  are  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
Area  as  follows : — 

Mr.  S.  Dixon,  Pro.spect  Place,  Consett 

Me.ssrs.  A.  & S.  Britten,  Prospect  Place,  Consett 

Messrs.  Forster  Bros.,  Mdiyncliffe  Abattoir,  Broomhill,  Ebchester 

Mes.srs  Walter  Thompson  (Witton)  Ltd.,  ceased  slaughtering  at 
Wh3m.clilfe  Abattoir,  Broomhill,  Ebchester,  and  the  licence  was  trans- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Forster  Bros. 

It  was  again  possible  to  obtain  100  per  cent,  inspection  of  aU  meat 
slaughtered  for  human  consumption  at  these  premises,  although  this 
involved  the  attendance  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  on  Saturdays  and 
Sundays  throughout  the  year.  Meat  inspection  charges  are  made  for  the 
slaughter  of  animals  between  the  hours  of  5 p.m.  Friday  to  0 a.m.  Mon- 
day, at  the  following  rate : — 

Bovine  animals. . . ...  ...  2/6d. 

Calf  or  Pig  ...  ...  ...  9d. 

Sheep,  Lamb  or  Goats  ...  6d. 

All  carcases  are  stamped  by  qualified  meat  inspectors  after  they  have 
been  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption.  Details  of  carcases  inspected 
and  condemned  are  given  in  Appendix  G. 

Condemned  meats  are  forwarded  to  a by-product  firm  at  Gateshead 
and  other  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  by  burial  on  the  Council’s  tip. 

Altogether  9,203  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year,  637 
more  than  the  previous  year. 


Bulls  ... 

Aninmh  slaughtered 
from  Collecting  Centres 

Bullocks 

S95 

Heifer.s 

1,158 

Cows  ... 

1 1 

Calves 

24 

Sheep 

.5,803 

Pigs  ... 

1,312 

Total  ...  9,203 
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Food  found  to  be  imtit  for  human  consumption: — 


3!):i 

1 ins 

Fruit 

5 t ins  Sandwich  I’aste 

1132 

Meat 

48  jar.s  Pickles,  Sauces,  etc 

192 

»» 

Vegetablo.s 

2 liottles  Orange  Squash 

101 

Tomatoes 

29  pkt.s.  13 i.scu its 

77 

riulding 

28  ,,  Flour 

52 

Ham 

13  ,,  Cereal 

52 

Soup 

13  , , Choose 

37 

,, 

Fruit  Juice 

7 ,.  Potato  Crisps 

25 

Fish 

23  lb.  Ham 

15 

8 

Milk 

Cream 

The  total 

OJ  lb.  Butter 

weight  condemned  was  l(i  cwts.  2 quarters 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  and  Amendment  Act,  1954 

There  were  23  licensed  slaughterjnen  on  the  register  at  tlie  end  of  the 
3'ear. 

Market  Square 

The  market  operates  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  when  approximately 
forty-live  stalls  are  in  attendance.  T’hese  include  stalls  from  which  green- 
grocery and  confectionery  are  sold.  There  are  also  specially  equipped  vans 
from  which  are  sold  meatstuffs,  bread  and  cakes. 


(e)  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

There  were  189  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  3'ear 
as  compared  with  1.099  in  the  previous  year.  The  decrease  was  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  was  an  inter-epidemic  j^ear  for  measles. 

For  analysis  of  notitied  and  confirmed  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  see 
Appendix  B. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

These  continue  to  be  provided  by  the  Public  Flealth  Laboratory 
Service  at  the  General  Hospital,  Westgatc  Road,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne. 

This  public  health  service  is  free  within  the  National  Health  Service 
and  is  designed  to  assist  all  concerned  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and 
control  of  infection. 

Specimens  may  be  submitted  by'^  doctors,  veterinarians,  dentists, 
persons  acting  on  behalf  of  medical  officers  of  health  such  as  public 
health  inspectors  and  health  visitors,  or  by  representatives  of  official 
bodies.  Specimens  carmot  be  accepted  from  private  persons. 

Routine  specimens  examined  fall  under  two  main  headings,  (a) 
medical  specimens  and  (b)  sanitary  specimens  from  local  or  food  author- 
ities or,  by  aiTangement,  from  commercial  undertakings. 

The  following  vaccines  and  antisera  are  issued  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

Smallpox  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  ...  Issued  to  individual  doctors 

Gamma  Globulin  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Antivaccinial  Gamma  Globulin  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Rabies  vaccine  and  antiserum  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,,  ., 

Tj'phus  vaccine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 


H ote : 


Tli(M'apont  if  sera  or  autitoxiua  arc  not  issued  but  may  be  obtained 
from  eertain  hospitals. 

J )iplit  lieria,  pertussis.  ]»oliomyelil  is  and  tetanus  vaccines  may  In; 
obtained  tlirougli  tlu'  local  health  aid hority— Durham  County  Council. 

TAD  and  other  vaccines  may  be  obtained  from  retail  pharmaceu- 
tical chemists. 


Yellow  fever  vaccination  is  done  only  at  centres  designated  by  the 
Jlinistry  of  flealth,  the  local  centre  being  at  the  Central  School  Clinic, 
12-18  City  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  1 — Telephone,  Newcastle  25609. 


The  following  shows  the  nundier  of 


specimens  submitted  to  the 


th  Laboratory  from  this  aret 

i for  the  past  ten  years. 

19.5.5  

589 

81 

1956  

584 

83 

1957  

433 

21 

1958  

536 

21 

1959  

1,050 

156 

1960  

628 

23 

1961  

1,108 

106 

1962  

1,228 

188 

1963  

1,666 

240 

1964  

1,105 

137 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  specimens  sent  in  by  the 
Health  Department  and  the  medical  practitioners  in  the  area  for  exami- 
nation during  the  year : — 


Bacteriological  Examinations 


Number  of 
Spcchuens 
Submitted 

Positive 

Faeces  : 

(a)  Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

(b)  Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

632 

110 

(c)  Food  Poi.soninp  ...  ...  ...  ( 

16 

(d)  Other  Organisms  ...  ...  ...  J 

— 

Sputum  for  Tuberculosis  

209 

11 

Water 

15 

— 

Ice  Cream  

78 

— 

Miscellaneous 

4 

— 

Water  Samples—  Swimming  Baths 

107 

— 

Totalft  ... 

1.105 

137 

Notifiable  Diseases  reported  during  the  year,  1964 

During  the  year  all  infectious  di.seascs  needing  hospitalisation  were 

admitted  to  Chester-le-Street  Infectious  Disea.ses  Hospital. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  incidence  of  notifiable 
diseases  (other  than  tidjerculosis)  in  the  area  tinring  the  year: — 


Diseases 

Total 

X limber 
of  Coses 
Xotijicd 

Total 
Number 
of  Cases 
Confirmed 

Cases 
.1  dmitted 
to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlol  Fever  ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

Wliooping  Cough 

<1 

it 

• — 

— 

Mcaslos 

r..3 

.S3 

— 

— 

I)vsonter\- 

00 

r,‘> 

— 

— 

Puerperal  J’yrexia 

t 

4 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

!»8 

() 

4 

— 

ISi) 

127 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  3 cases  notified  compared  with  5 last  year. 
The  infections  were  mild  in  type  and  no  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 


Measles.  There  were  53  cases  notified  compared  with  798  in  the 
previous  3^ear.  There  were  no  admissions  to  hospital  and  no  deaths. 


Whooping  Cough.  There  were  9 cases  notified  during  the  year  as 
compared  with  19  in  the  previous  3"ear.  No  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  there  A^■ere  no  deaths. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  and  it  does 
appear  to  be  due  to  the  increased  numbers  of  children  being  immunised. 

As  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  diminishes  it  is  important 
to  remember  that  whooping  cough  is  still  a dangerous  disease  in  infanc}' 
and  each  3’ear  is  responsible  for  a number  of  deaths. 

Evei’}’  effort  should  be  made  to  protect  the  young  infants  from  this 
infection  (a)  bj'  commencing  immunisation  earlj^  at  two  to  three  months, 
and  (b)  b}^  ensuring  that  all  older  children  in  the  familj"  have  been  fully 
protected,  not  onl}'  b.y  the  full  course  in  earl}^  infancy,  but  also  with  a 
booster  dose  at  the  age  of  18  months. 


Poliomyelitis.  For  the  sixth  3'ear  there  were  no  cases  of  polio- 
myelitis notified. 

Nevertheless  it  is  important  to  continue  keeping  the  vaccination 
rate  high,  particularl3' amongst  the  3mung  children,  to  prevent  a recurrence 
of  poliom3’elitis  outbreaks.  In  some  countries  where  vaccination  against 
poliom3’ehtis  has  been  made  compulsoiy,  the  disease  has  been  completelv 
eradicated,  but  in  this  countr3^  where  there  is  freedom  of  choice  there 
are  .still  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurring,  but  because  they  are  relatively 
few,  parents  teiid  to  become  complacent  and  omit  to  have  their  children 
vaccinated.  The  oral  vaccine  has  made  vaccination  so  eas3'  that  it  should 
be  possible  to  have  all  infants  vaccinated. 
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Vaccination  against  this  disease  continued  during  the  year  and  tlie 
nmnhers  vaccinatetl  were  as  follows: — 

No.  of  ))crnoiis  wliu  have  received  1 dose  (d' oral  vaccine  ...  038 

,,  M ,,  ,,  M •>  2 dose.s  ot oral  vaccine  ...  030 

tt  »»  !.  »»  **  3 »»  ..  ».  »»  ...  050 

»»  »»  ft  11  't  11  11  11  ...  10 

,,  ,,  11  1,  11  ,1  3 iiijocl  ion.s  of' Salk  vaccine  .2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  a 3rd  do.so  ot  oral  vaccine 

after  2 Salk  injection.s  10 

11  1,  11  11  1,  1,  a 4th  iloso  of  oral  vaccine 

after  3 Salk  injections,  or 
2 Salk  and  1 oral  ...  178 

I’hese  ligures  include  those  vaccinated  by  general  medical 
practitioners  in  their  surgeries. 

Diphtheria,  i^or  the  tweltli  consecutive  year  there  were  no  cases 
of  this  disease  notihed  and  it  is  now  22  years  since  the  last  tleath  from 
diphtheria  occurred  in  this  district. 

Nevertheless  this  position  has  been  achieved  by  immunisation  and 
in  order  to  maintain  protection  against  the  disease,  it  is  important  for 
all  children  to  be  immunised  in  infancy  and  for  booster  doses  to  be  given 
at  the  ages  of  18  montlis,  5 years  and  t)  years. 

The  percentage  of  children  under  5 years  and  5-15  years  immunised 
against  diphtheria  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  66.8”,,  and  82.5%  respec- 
tively as  compared  with  the  rates  of  53.7%  and  03.8%  for  the  county. 

The  total  numbers  (all  age  groups)  immunised  during  the  year  were 
as  follows : — 

Primary  injections  ...  ...  578 

Boosters...  ...  ...  ...  385 


Numbers  of  cases  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  since  1938  are  as 
follows : — 


1938 

No.  of 
Cases 

154 

No.  of 
Deaths 

14 

1939 

73 

11 

1940 

10 

3 

1941 

18 

1 

1942 

18 

2 

1943 

29 

2' 

1944 

33 

— ‘ 

1945 

13 

— 

194(i 

14 

— 

1947 

1 

— 

1948 

o 

— 

1949 

1 

— 

1950 

— 

— 

1951 

— 

— 

1952 

1 

— 

1953-1964 

— 

— 
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Smallpox.  The  number  of  infants  under  2 years  vaccinated  was 
2.‘}6  as  coin]>ared  with  134  in  the,  previous  year. 

Tuberculosis,  'riiere  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
notiiietl  during  tlic  year,  there  being  20  as  compared  with  18  in  the 
previous  year.  Tliere.  were  4 deaths  recoi'ded  (3  males  aged  .5.5,  0.5  and  73 
and  1 female  aged  43);  iji  the  previous  year  tllcr(^  were  3 deaths.  This 
emphasizes  once,  again  the  liigh  mortality  rate  in  the  older  age  group  of 
men. 


One  of  the  notitied  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  a.  child  aged 
5 years  attending  an  infant  school.  Tuberculin  testing  nas  carried  out  on 
all  the  children  in  the  school  whose  parents  gave  consent  and  all  the 
positive  reactors  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for  X-Ray.  The  teachers 
in  the  school  were  advised  to  have  a chest  X-Ray  and  out  of  a total  of  9 
teachers.  8 had  this  X-Ray  carried  out.  Details  of  the  results  are  as 


follows:— 

Number  of  children  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  270 

Number  of  children  read  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Number  of  children  negative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  238 

Number  of  children  positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  children  who  had  previously  had  B.C.G.  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  children  who  had  not  previously  had  B.C.G  . ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  children  who  attended  Chest  Clinic  for  X-ray.  (One  child 

removed  from  district — address  forwarded  to  Chest  Physician)  ...  18 

Number  of  children  showing  satisfactory  results  from  X-ray  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  children  to  be  followed-up  by  Chest  Physician  ...  ...  ...  3 


1. 


Statistics 

(a)  No.  of  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  : 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulnwnary 

Total 

Males 

1(1 

— 

10 

Females 

6 

4 

10 

Totals 

16 

4 

20 

(b) 

No.  of  deaths  registered  : 

Males 

3 

— 

3 

Females 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

4 

— 

4 

(c) 

No.  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  : 

Males 

141 

82 

223 

F emoles 

142 

68 

210 

Totals 

283 

150 

433 
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Food  Poisoning.  Six  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  confirmed  during 
the  year.  Details  of  the  infecting  organisms  were  as  follows:-— 


/ iifcrliiif/  ( )rr/nni/!)n 

\o.  of 
ra^rs 

Saltnuiiollii  'J’ypliiiiiurium  . . . 
Salinmiolki  Durluiin 

5 

1 

Food  Poisoning,  'fhere  wore  five  cases  of  food  poisoning  caused  by 
salmonella  typhimurium  and  four  of  these  were  in  one  family,  all 
of  w hom  were  treated  in  hospital.  One  food  handler  was  excluded  from 
work  until  proved  to  he  free  from  infection.  The  other  case  of  salmonella 
typhimurium  infection  was  of  a difl'erent  phage  type  from  the  family 
outbreak.  It  w'as  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  any  of  them. 

There  was  also  one  isolated  case  of  food  poisoning  caused  by  Salmon- 
ella Durham.  The  patient  in  this  case  was  a lady  who  had  just  returned 
from  Nigeria  and  had  contracted  the  infection  there. 

Dysentery.  An  outbreak  of  dysentery  occurred  in  the  summer 
term  and  this  appeared  to  originate  from  a school  outside  the  area. 
There  were  22  cases  notified  but  following  full  investigations  52  cases 
were  confirmed  and  most  of  these  were  school  children.  The  disease  was 
mild  in  all  cases,  the  infecting  organism  being  shigella  somie.  Eight 
food  handlers  wdio  w^erc  infected  were  excluded  from  w'ork  until  proved 
free  from  infection. 

Para-typhoid  Fever.  One  case  of  infection  with  salmonella  para- 
typhi B W'as  notified.  The  patient  was  a five  year  old  schoolbo}'  and  on 
investigation  of  the  family  contacts  it  was  found  that  his  grandmother 
and  a cousin — a three  3*ear  old  girl — w ho  both  lived  outside  the  area,  were 
also  infected  with  the  organism  of  tlie  same  phage  t^pe.  It  Avas  not 
possible  to  trace  tlie  source  of  infection.  The  child  was  treated  in  hospital 
and  was  excluded  from  school  until  proved  free  from  infection. 
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Ago  (list rihiit ion  (if  new  cases  and  deaths  ar(>  as  follows: — 


A'lr 

Perioil 

CASKS 

DFA TUS 

I’lihiwniirif 

A’on  • 

Fiihnniiarji 

I’lihttnuarii 

Non- 

Ftilainnnrti 

yciir.t 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

I ikU'c  I yi'ar 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 y('ar 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 - 4 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■)—  '.)  .. 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  14  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  10 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-  24  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  34 

1 

— 

1 



— 

— 

— 

35-  44  .. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 54 

5 

- 

— 

— 

— 

■ 

— 

55  - 04 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

■ 

— 

— 

05-  74 

1 

— 

2 

o 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  (jver 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

0 

4 

3 

1 

Totals  ... 

10 

4 

4 

y 
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Cases  and  Deaths  since  1938 


Year 

Xo.  of 
Notiftca- 
tions 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

Xo.  of 
Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  pop. 

No.  of 
Sanatoria 
Admis- 
sions 

1938 

49 

1.3 

27 

.72 

1939 

49 

1.3 

23 

.66 

1940 

39 

1.0 

13 

.43 

1941 

39 

1.0 

18 

.51 

1942 

39 

1.0 

12 

.58 

1943 

43 

1.2 

24 

.67 

1944 

77 

2.1 

18 

.79 

1945 

o4 

1.5 

28 

.48 

1940 

47 

1.2 

17 

.68 

1947 

59 

1.5 

20 

.50 

1948 

72 

1.8 

22 

.66 

1949 

49 

1.2 

25 

.61 

1950 

91 

2.3 

11 

.40 

1951 

70 

1.9 

11 

.28 

1952 

47 

1.2 

10 

.25 

34 

1953 

40 

1.0 

10 

.25 

42 

1954 

38 

0.97 

10 

.25 

37 

1955 

26 

0.67 

3 

.07 

34 

1950 

34 

0.87 

4 

.10 

34 

1957 

30 

0.77 

4 

.10 

30 

1958 

23 

0.59 

5 

.12 

25 

1959 

20 

.051 

— 

— 

23 

1900 

22 

0.56 

4 

.10 

30 

1901 

23 

0.59 

2 

.05 

28 

1902 

24 

0.61 

2 

.05 

21 

1963 

18 

0.40 

3 

.08 

11 

1964 

20 

0.52 

4 

.11 

9 
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CONSETT  U.D.C.  

COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  MORTALITY  RATES,  1941-64  DURHAM  COUNTY 

ENGLAND  & WALES 


YEAR 


2.  Tuberculosis  Services  in  the  Area 


(i)  At  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Villa  Real,  there  are  special  sessions  for 
contacts  of  known  (;ases  of  tuberculosis.  During  the  year  10(3  contacts 
were  skin  tested  and  58  were  found  to  be  tubercidin  negative,  'i’lie 
mimber  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  iuclutling  newborn  babies  was  55. 

(ii)  Those  needing  hospital  treatment  are  admitted  to  Maiden  Law 
Hospital,  and  the  few  who  reciuire  thoracic  surgery  are  transferred  to 
yiiotley  Bridge  General  Hospital. 

(iii)  There  were  433  patients  on  the  tuberculosis  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Most  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  are  registered  by  the 
iVlinistry  of  Labour  as  disabletl  persons  and  each  patient  is  assessed  at 
the  Chest  Clinic  before  returning  to  work.  There  is  close  co-operation 
between  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officer, 
and  if  thought  suitable,  a course  of  industrial  rehabilitation  at  Felling  Unit 
is  arranged  and  some  patients  are  referred  to  Finchale  Abbey  Training 
Centre  for  further  training. 

(iv)  'I'he  vaccination  of  eligible  school  children  with  B.C.G.  was 
carried  out  in  November.  Altogether,  478  children  attending  nine  scliools 
were  tuberculin  tested  and  444  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccine.  See  details  on 
page  30. 


The  scheme  for  tuberculin  testing  school  entrants,  started  in  19(33, 
was  continued  during  the  year.  A tuberculin  test  is  included  as  ]3art  of 
the  first  medical  examination  at  school,  the  test  being  carried  out  by 
the  health  visitor  a week  before  it  is  read  by  the  school  medical  officer  at 
the  time  of  the  medical  examination.  Positive  reactors  are  referred  to  the 
Chest  Clinic  for  investigation  and  contacts  of  all  tuberculous  positive 
cases  are  investigated. 

(v)  The  Mass  Radiograjdiy  Unit  visited  Consett  in  May  and  October 
and  wide  publicity  was  given. 

It  is  particularly  important  for  all  men  over  45  years  of  age  to  have 
an  annual  X-ray  of  the  che.st  as  it  is  in  this  age  group  that  the  highest 
incidence  of  chest  diseases  is  nov'  found.  The  X-rays  used  for  this  purpose 
employ  only  a tiny  charge  of  radiation,  and  the  machines  are  specially 
designed  to  protect  the  body  from  this  small  amount. 

The  following  are  the  detailed  results  of  two  surveys: — 

Males  Females  Total 

No.  X-rayed 

(a)  No.  Miniature  films  1,700  1,837  3,537 

Abnormalities 

(a)  Malignant  Neoplasm  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Tuberculosis — cases  notified  ...  ...  1 i 2 

No.  referred  to  Chest  Clinic  ...  ...  28  15  43 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  eligible  School  Children  in  the  Consett  Urban  District — November,  1964 
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It  will  bo  noted  that  2.51%  of  those  given  a tuberculin  test  were  found  to  be  positive  as 
compared  with  7.08%  in  1963,  9.61%  in  1962,  22.13%  in  1961,  17.5%  in  November  and 
December,  I960  and  17.6%  in  March  and  April,  1960. 

10  Consents  were  received  from  Children  who  had  previously  been  vaccinated  with  B.C.G. 
All  wore  given  skin  tests  and  found  to  be  positive  reactors. 


B.  Local  Health  Authority  Services 
(a)  Clinics 

(i)  Birth  Control 

Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  in  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centro,  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consott,  on  alternate 
Tuesdays.  9.30  a. in.  to  12  noon. 

(ii)  Ante  and  Boat  Natal,  and  Health  Education  and  Relaxation  Classes 
Clinics  for  the  above  are  held  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Centre.  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley  Road,  Consett,  as  follows: — 

Ante-X.\t.^l  Cli.vic — Tuesdays  Weekly  1.30  p.in.  to  4 p.iii. 

Health  Educ.m'Ion  .\nd  Rel.axation  Ci.asses — Tuesday  afteruooiis  weekly. 
Po.sT-X.\TAL  Clinic — Alternate  Tuestlays  9.30  a. m to  12  noon. 

(iii)  Child  ITei/are 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows : — 

.Matkknity  .vn'd  Child  tt'ELF.cRE  Ce.vtue,  Wether.all  House,  Medomsley 
Ko.ad,  Consett — Fi  idays  all  daj%  alternate  Tuesday  mornings. 

St.  Andrew’s  Presbvteria.v  Church  Hall,  Blackhill — Alternate  Thursdays 
all  da}-.  Health  Visitors  Session — Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Women’s  Institute  Hall,  The  CIrove,  Consett  — Alternate  Fridays, 
9.30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


(iv)  Immunisation  and  Vaccination 
This  has  been  carried  out  at  : — 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  area  and 

(b)  By  General  Practitioners  by  personal  arrangement  with  parents. 

SCHEDULE  OF  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  is  the  schedule  of  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
in  use  in  the  county. 


Age 

PoccMie 

Interval 

3rd  month 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis) 

...  (lst)1 

4th  month 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis) 

...  (2nd) 

4 weeks 

5th  month 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus,  and  pertussis) 

...  (3rd) 

6th  month 

Poliomvelitis  oral  ... 

...  (1st)] 

7th  montli 

Poliomyelitis  oral 

...  2nd) 

r' 

4 week.s 

8th  month 

Poliomyelitis  oral 

...  (3rd) 

12th-24th 

Smallpox  vaccination 

18th  month 

Triple  (diphtheria,  tetanus  and  pertussis) 

1st  booster 

5th  year 

Diptheria  and  tetanus 

2nd  booster 

Poliomvelitis  oral 

1st  booster 

9th  yeai- 

Diptheria  and  tetanus 

3rd  booster 

Smallpox  (re-vaccination) 

1 1th  year 

B.C.G.  (tuberculosis  vaccine) 

Particulars  of  Immunisation  and  Vaccination  during  1964 


DiphtfiPiia 

1 inmuiiimtioR 
Either  Siitgle  or  in 
Combiimtion 

\Vhoo/)in(f  Cough 

J ntmuiiisalion 
Either  Single  iir  in 
Combinatii/n 

Tetaiius 

I HI  mutiim- 
timi 
llither 
Siiii/tr 
or  ill 

ComlfinutiuH 

Sinallpoj- 

Poliuiiijjelitiii 

Vaccination 

B.c.a. 

Primary 

Booster 

Three  Duses 
(Oral) 

JOiiiKirji  llooxter 

nrhiittrii  Honster 

1‘rimary 

Vuicinatiun 

ith 

Vaccinalion 

57S  38j 

or»i 

(i3t 

2‘.U 

050 

202 

■199 

(v)  School  Clin  ic 

Separate  accommodation  is  set  aside  in  Wetherall  House,  Medomsley 
Road.  Consett,  for  this  clinic  and  sessions  are  held  as  follows: — 


■School  Medical  ( itticer 
Minor  Ailments 
Dental  Officer 
Education  Psychologist 
Audiometrician 


Tuesday  niorning.s  and  Fridays  all  day. 
Tuesday  mornings  and  Friday  mornings. 
Daily 

By  arrangement 
By  arrangement. 
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(b)  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  Midwifery  Services 

(i)  Midwiferji 

During  the  year  (U8  live  and  stillbirths  were  assigned  tu  the  area  and 
49  per  cent  of  these  occurred  in  hospital.  There  were  240  domiciliary 
deliveries,  and  of  these,  eighteen  were  delivered  in  the  presence  of  a 
doctor.  There  were  11  stillbirths  and  11  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life. 

All  midwives  are  trained  in  the  use  of  and  possess  apparatus  for  gas 
and  air  analgesia.  Sixty-nine  per  cent  of  domiciliary  cases  were  given 
gas  ami  air  analgesia. 

(ii)  Domiciliary  Nursing 

Six  nurses  made  a total  of  31,739  home  visits  during  the  year,  9,554 
— 30  per  cent  of  which  were  made  to  patients  over  the  age  of  65  years. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  these  visits  and  the  D^es  of  cases 
nursed : — 


AQE OnOVES 

OLASSIFICA  TION 

0-  -5 
}/rs. 

5—65 

yrs. 

(55  + 
yra. 

Medical 

Siiri/iral 

hifeclious 

Diseases 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Maternal 

Complica- 

tions 

Injections 

Others 

New  Cases 

12 

205 

250 

34(5 

89 

-- 

38 

— 

— 

— 

Visits 

113 

7,407 

9,5.54 

12,041 

1,897 

2,.500 

— 

4,998 

36 

(c)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  were  six  Health  Visitors  in  the  Consett  Urban  District,  the 


ciliary  visits  being  made  during 

the  year: 

Materiiitj'  and  C'liiid  Welfare 

10,130 

Tuberculosis  ... 

480 

Mt=‘ntal  Deficiency 

232 

Schools 

562 

General  Health 

319 

Aned  People  ... 

1,763 

(d)  Ambulance  Service 

The  needs  of  the  Urban  District  are  served  jointly  by  the  County 
Ambulance  depots  situated  at  Villa  Real,  Consett  and  East  Street,  Stanley, 
details  of  the  establishment  of  personnel  and  vehicles  at  each  being  as 
follows : — 

Conaett  Stanley 


Driver  Attendants 

12 

28 

Ambulances 

6 

9 

service  operates  as  follows: — 

Monday  and  'I’uesday 

8 a.m.  to 

8 p.in. 

Wednesday  and  Thursday 

8 a.m.  to 

9 p.in. 

Friday  and  Saturday 

8 a.m.  to 

12  p.m. 

Sunday 

4 p.m.  to 

12  p.m. 

32 


The  Stanley  Depot  provides  a 24  liour  service,  acting  as  a reception 
point  for  calls  arising  in  the  ISiortli- W est  jiortion  of  the  County  and  being 
responsible  for  the  emergency  service  in  tlie  v hole,  of  the  area,  besides 
having  capacity  to  handle  out-patients  from  the  Staiile}"  area  attending 
hospitals  for  examination  and  treatment.  Both  de])ots  function  under  the 
overall  suiiervision  of  the  Central  Control  at  Durham.  Stanley  being 
linked  by  a ihrect  telephone  line.  An  additional  measure  of  control  is 
achieved  by  having  radio  installed  on  one  vehicle  at  Consett  and  three 
vehicles  at  Stanley. 

The  following  table  gives  details  ol'  the  work  undertaken  by  both 
depots  during  the  year.  W hilst  the  bulk  of  the  work  at  Consett  depot 
relates  to  patients  I'esiding  in  the  urban  district,  the  co-ordination  of 
journeys  in  a certain  number  of  patients  residing  outside  the  area  being 
included.  Similarly,  whilst  the  hgures  for  Stanley  depot  relate  mainly 
to  residents  of  Stanley  urban  district,  a proj)ortion  w ill  consist  of  residents 
of  Consett,  particularly  in  view  of  the  emergency  work  undertaken  by  this 
depot. 


■/oKinci/fi 

U ndcrtalcen 

( 'lines  carried 

31  ilcnyc 

Stretcher 

Sittiwi 

Toted 

Consett  ... 

3,6  J.s 

2.2f).'> 

22.146 

24,411 

123,701 

Stanley  ... 

7,628 

4,808 

21,721 

26,520 

213,760 

(e)  Domestic  Help  Service 

At  the  beginning  of  January,  1964,  339  cases  in  this  district  were 
being  served  by  a Home  Help.  There  were  138  new  cases  during  the  year 
and  of  the  477  receiving  the  service,  461  (96  per  cent  w'ere  chronic  sick 
and  infirm).  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  341  cases  in  the  area  136 
cases  having  been  terminated  diiring  the  year. 

(f)  Mental  Health  Services 

Occupation  Centre  for  Mentally  Handicap2)ed  Children, 

The  ilia  Real  Centre  has  continued  to  be  used  for  mentally  defective 
children  excluded  from  school  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944.  Seventeen  males  up  to  the  age  of  16,  13  females  under  21  and  3 
females  over  21  from  the  North-West  of  Durham  ti’avel  daily  to  this 
Centre.  The  Education  Department  arrange  for  the  provisions  of  school 
meals  and  free  milk  for  these  pupils  and  for  transport  to  and  from  the 
Centre. 

(g)  Local  Health  Authority  Hostel  Accommodation 

Admission  of  those  needing  care  and  attention  to  local  health 
authority  hostels  is  arranged  directly  with  the  County  health  department, 
but  cases  requiring  urgent  attention  are  often  referred  by  their  own 
doctors  to  the  local  health  department. 

Clenro}^!  House  has  accommodation  for  38  residents  and  is  providing 
much  needed  accommodation  in  this  area  and  preventing  local  residents 
being  admitted  to  hostels  far  away  from  their  homes. 
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Six  people  Avere  admitl  eel  to  Residential  Accommodation  as  follows; — 


Mill  Hos))ital,  Laiicliostcr 
I’nrt  111  Accominoclatioii 

l\’y  House,  SodgoHold 
Stanfield  House,  Stanley 
Glenroyd  House,  Consett 


Mules  Females 


2 

1 


I 

1 

1 


C.  other  Health  Services 

(a)  Welfare  of  Pyhsically  Handicapped 

A Club  run  b}’  and  for  the  physically  handicapped  operates  very 
.successfully  in  this  district.  Meetings  are  held  every  Tuesday  in  the 
Y.M.C.A.  Hall  and  all  handicapped  persons  are  welcome. 


(b)  Chiropody  Service  for  the  Aged 

During  the  year  the  Chiropody  Service  run  by  the  Consett  and 
District  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  continued  to  operate  at  two 
centres  in  the  area,  one  in  Consett  where  there  are  four  sessions  weekly 
and  one  in  Shotlcy  Bridge  with  two  sessions  weekly. 


(c)  Meals  on  Wheels 

The  meals  on  wheels  service  operated  by  the  Women’s  Yoluntary 
Service  has  continued  to  operate  succes.sfully  and  expand  considerabl}' 
so  that  most  parts  of  the  district  are  now  covered.  There  are  on  an  average 
145  meals  delivered  in  the  week,  each  old  person  receiving  two  Tneals 
weekly. 


(d)  Voluntary  Services — Co-ordinating  Committee 

The  local  co-ordinating  committee  for  this  area  (i.e.  Stanle}^  Consett 
and  Lanchester)  operated  during  the  year  and  representatives  from  the 
voluntary  organisations  were  present.  There  is  also  a central  co-ordinating 
committee  for  the  County  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  at  AAhich  the  chairmen  of  the  local  committees  (Medical  Officers 
of  Health)  attend.  These  committees  serve  a useful  purpose  in  co-ordina- 
ting the  voluntary  services  and  integrating  them  with  the  statutory 
services. 


D.  Hospital  Services  in  the  Area 

The  Local  Hospital  Services  are  administered  by  the  North-West 
Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Newcastle 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  Secretary  has  kindly  provided  the  following 
information  on  the  Hospitals  and  Clinics  serving  this  Area. 

Maiden  Latv  Hospitai 

At  31st  December,  1964,  the  following  number  of  beds  were  available; 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

.30 

Chest  Unit  (Tuberculosis) 

60 

Orthopaedic 

24 

Total  ... 

114 
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Lee  Hill  Hospital 


This  hospital  has  a complement  of  301  beds.  5(3  of  which  are  used 
Part  ill  accommodation  fur  the  County  C!ouncil. 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows: — 

Psychialrie 

44 

Cliroiiic  Sick 

201 

Part  III  Aeeonimoftatioii 

56 

Tolnl 

301 

Shotley  Bridge  General  Hospital 

Out-patients  facilities  for  all  the  Specialities 
The  529  beds  are  allocated  as  follows: — 

exist  at  this  Hospi 

.Surgical  ... 

105 

Meclical  ... 

100 

Gynaecological  ... 

44 

Orthopaedic 

07 

Paediatrics 

4 

Thoracic  .Surgery 

114 

Radiotherapy 

50 

Plastic  .Surgery  ... 

45 

Total  ... 

529 

South  Moor  Hospital 

Bed  allocation  is  as  follows: — 

Orthopaedic 

22 

General  Surgery 

16 

Total  ... 

38 

Richard  Murray  Hospital 

The  following  number  of  beds  are  available:— 

- 

ilaternity 

Special  Care  I’ahy  Cots 

28 

12 

Total 

40 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

Patients  in  tlip  area  suffering  from  infectious  diseases  and  who 
require  hospitalisation  are  admitted  to  the  Chester-le-8trcet  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital. 
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Chest  Clinic,  Villa  Real 


This  clinic  provides  a 

full  chest 

clinic  service,  including  B.C.G. 

and  resettlement  sessions  as 

follows : — 

Tuc.sday 

0. 1 .6  a. 111. 

Contuct.s  oi  kiiouii  ca.scs 

1 . 1 .6  p.m. 

X-ray  acsKion  (Male) 

tVodne.sday 

0. 1 i)  a.m. 

Males 

J . 1 5 p.m. 

X-ray  so.ssiuii  (Females) 

Friday 

9. 1 5 a.m. 

Females 

Venereal  Diseases 

2.00  p.m. 

Children  up  to  16  years 
and  H.C'.C.  A'acein.a,tiou 

X-ray  session  (expectant  mothers) 

'rrealmeiit  and  diagnostic  facilities  are  providetl  by  Clinics  outside 
the  Area  as  follows: — 


Newcastlk  Genicj<al  Hospital,  V\'estgatk  Hoad,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne 


Males  and  Females: — 

^loiulay : 

Tuesday : 

Wednesday : 

Thursday : 

Friday : 

Saturday ; 

Durham  County  Hospital 

Females:  Monday  2 p.m.  to  4 p.ni. 


K)  a. 111.  to  12  noun ; 
I U a. in.  to  12  noon. 
10  a. 111.  to  12  noon; 
10  a. 111.  to  12  noon; 
10  a.ni.  to  12  noon. 
10  a. 111.  to  12  noon. 


2 p.m, 


to  (i.30 


p.m. 


2 p.ni.  to  4.30  p.m. 
2 p.m.  to  0.30  p.m. 


Males : 


Monday  4.30  p.m.  to  (i  p.m. 


1 Service  discontinued  at  this 
'»lio.spital  in  December,  1964. 
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III.  ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  RAINFALL,  Etc.,  1964 

The  Surveyor  and  Engineer  has  kindly  provided  me  with  the  following 
information : — 


M onth 
(1964) 

Rainfall  in  ms. 

No.  of  days 
rain  fell 

Heaviest  Daili/ 
Fall 

West- 

wood 

Crook - 
hall 

West- 

wood 

Crook  - 
hall 

Ins. 

Date 

.J  anuar>' 

.86 

.83 

9 

8 

. 48 

13th 

February 

1 .05 

1.12 

6 

8 

,55 

17th 

March 

3.62 

3.76 

18 

19 

1.30 

14th 

April 

2.25 

2.44 

17 

16 

.54 

21st 

;\lay 

1.20 

1.16 

9 

10 

.45 

31st 

J uiie 

2.54 

3.44 

15 

lo 

1.08 

4th 

July  

2.33 

1.60 

10 

12 

.80 

18tb 

Augu.st  ... 

3.64 

2.84 

12 

14 

.67 

18th 

September 

1.21 

1.28 

12 

14 

.45 

16th 

October  ... 

.12 

.86 

10 

13 

.26 

5th 

November 

.90 

1.04 

12 

13 

.18 

13th 

December 

2.45 

2.60 

19 

18 

.56 

29th 

22.77 

22.97 

149 

160  ! 

The  heaviest  daily  rainfall  was  on  14th  March,  when  1.3  inches  of 
rain  fell  and  the  Avettest  month  tvas  March,  Avith  3.76  inches.  I'he  total 
rainfall  of  22.97  inches  compares  Avith  1963  rainfall  of  32.46. 

The  driest  month  was  October,  Avith  .72  inches  of  rain. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  AND  CONFIRMED  CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 

Totals 

6 

CO  1 05 

1 

53 

52 

CO 

127 

CO  1 05 

1 

cc 

»o 

Cl 

X 

189 

1 

A(je 

not 

Known 

C 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

06 

and 

Over 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

'A 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Cl 

1 

cc 

46-65 

C 

1 

i 

1 

- 

1 

»o 

'A 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

CD 

CC 

6 

1 

1 

1 

cc 

1 

I 

cc 

A 

1 

1 

1 

Cl 

1 

o 

21-35 

6 

1 

1 

o: 
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X 

'A 

1 

1 

1 

?c 

Ol 

o>  1 

o 

6 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

fC 

CO 

A 

1 

1 

- 

IC 

! 

CO  : 

11-15 

6 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

X 

1 

- 

o 

Q 

- 

10 

to 

1 

ci 
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- 

O 

CO 

X 

i 

i— 

cc 

6 

1 

'M 

o 

- 

1 

1 

X 

A 

i 

o 

- 

Cl 

1 

to 

6 

1 

1 

tc 

lO 

1 

1 

10 

A 

1 

1 

cc 

1 

CO 

fC 

d 

- 

CC 

cc 

- 

1 

1 5 

A 

- 

1 

05 

d 

: 

'A  j 1 

CO 

Cl 

1 

d 

1 

o 

Cl 

1 

1 

A 

1 

|10 

X 

1 

01 

^ h 

Cl)  C 

d 

1 

1 

»o 

1 

- 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

lO 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Name  of 
Disease  i 

i 

Scarlet 

Fever  ...j 

Whooping  ^ 

Cough  . . . 1 

r/; 

CJ 

S 

Dysentery  . . . 

Food 

Poisoning 

Puerperal 
Pj'rexia  . . . 

Totals  . . . 

APPENDIX  C. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Ti/pt:  of  Properlij 

Load 
.4  lithority 

Diadling 

Houses 

.4(/ri- 

cultural 

All  Ollier 
(including 
Business  and 
1 nduslrial) 

Total 

I.  No.  of  I’l-opertios 
in  l.iOcal  Author- 
ity’s Ui.st  riot 

103 

12,277 

57 

2,277 

14,714 

11.  No.  of  Proport ies 
inspected  hy  tlie 
Local  Authoi’ily 
during  19ti4  us  a 
result  of : 

(a)  Notification... 

2 

77 

8 

34 

121 

(b)  Otlierwise 

12 

82 

20 

130 

III.  No.  of  Properties 
(under  11)  fouml  to 
be  infested  by  rats 

f) 

30 

8 

0 

01 

IV.  No.  of  Properties 
(under  II)  found  to 
be  infested  by  mice 

_ 

47 

25 

72 

V.  No.  of  Infested 
Properties  (under 
IllandIV)  treated 
byLocalAuthority 

St) 

8 

34 

128 

VI.  No.  of  informal 
notices  served 

under  Section  4 : — 
( 1 ) Treatment  . . . 

(2)  Structural  ... 
Works  i.e. 
Proofing 

:! 

2 

5 

VII.  No.  of  visits  made 
by  fiOcal  Authority 
during  treatment 
and  inspection  of 
Pr<j|icit  ies  . , 

40 

54’. 

38 

314 

946 
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APPENDIX  D. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  WORKS 


/>o/c  of 

Saver  ( 'am ijaii/n 

No.  of 

Manholes  irealed 

Showing  Signs 
of  infestation 

No 

infestation 

()ot(jher,  l!)(i4  ... 

tiO 

(i 

60 

Seu'nije  Worku  and  Buildings  Irealed 
in  coujanction  with  Saver  Cam imign 

Shoiving  signs 
of  infestation 

October,  1964 

Pont  

Kniusley 

Crookliall  ... 

Eljche.st.er  ... 

Hainsterley  Pump  House 

Minor 

Minor 

Minor 

APPENDIX  E. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1959 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecided 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  wliicli  .Sections  1, 
2,  2.  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Autlioritie.s 

4 

3 





(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
winch  .Section  7 is  enforced  by 
tl»e  Local  Authority 

9.5 

74 

2 

(iii)  Otlier  Preinise.s  in  which  .Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 

Ijocal  Authoi’ity  (excluding 
out-workei's’ premi.se.H)  ... 

9 

Total 

108 

77 

o 

— 

4(1 


II.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


X iinilx  r of  rati'x  in  ti'hivh  ih  fvrlH  uvre  found 

Xunihrr  of 

(Y/.S-C.I 

in  u'hirh 
/)ro.’irru  ■ 
lions  ircrn 
in.ditutcd 
(6) 

Pfirtinilarx 

(M 

Found 

(2) 

Hrmrdird 

(3) 

Rrfc 

To  H.M. 

! UKixvIor 

(4) 

rn>d 

Bn  H.M. 

1 ni^pcflor 

(r.) 

\\'ant  of  ckMuliiK'ss  (S.  1) 

1 1 

— 

1 — 

()\  prcrowdiiifi  (S,:!) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

L'nreasoiiablt'  t ('iiipora- 
tiiro  (S.;i) 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

liuuUxuiato  \ cot  ilat  ion 
(S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inoffectivc  draining  of 
floors  (S.(i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanit  am-  Coi  i \ on  iencos 
(8.7)’ 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(li)  Unsuitaljle  or 
defective 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Out-work)  ... 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork — (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

A’o.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Nature 

out- 

rase.s  of 

jn'O.secu  - 

instances 

of 

irorker.s 

default 

lion.s  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

Pro.secn- 

Work 

in  Aiujusl 

in  sendinq 

failure 

u>iu’hole- 

served 

lions 

list 

li.sl.s  to 

to  supply 

•<iome 

required 

the 

lists 

premisc-’i 

hq  Section 
iio(i)(c) 

Council 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

(fi) 

(7) 

IVearing 

apparel— 

Making  '] 

etc.  1 

Clea.ning  )- 

anri  1 

lA’ashing  J 

Total  ... 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  F. 
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X 
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C. 

c 

c 
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c 

DflVcts  KoiiimI  Defects  Found— 300 

A - -Defects  At.uted  Defects  Abated— I'.M) 

Informal  Notices  Served  — 127 


APPENDIX  G 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


! 

('at  He.  1 

c.irliiiliini  I 
Cows 

( OH'S 

..  - ] 

( '(ilr(s 

Sheep 

iukI 

Ldiiihs 

Horses 

1 

Number  killeil  (il  known) 

2.(C)3 

1 1 

24 

.■.,803 

1,312 

Numlier  Inspecled  ... 

2,ur)3 

1 1 

21 

f.,803 

1,312 

Ali,  Disea.ses  K.vc'EI'T 
TC’BEKCUI.OSX.s  & (.'v.sTlCEltCl 

Whole  (.'anuses  condemned 

1 

.1 

2 

- - 

Carcases  of  whicli  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

2(M 

3 

120 

48 

Percentage  of  (lie  nundier 
inspected  allected  wiih 
(lisease.s  other  tlian  Tidier- 
culosis  and  C.isticoi’ci 

9.8 

3(i.3 

8.3 

2.1 

3.(i 

Ti'berculosjs  Ont.v 

t\'hole  Carcases  condemned 







. 



_ _ 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  comlemned 

3 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
in.spected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

.14 







1.2 



Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

43 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generali.sed  and  totall,y  con- 
demned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tile  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  condemnefl  was  2 tons  13  cwts. 
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APPENDIX  H. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

(i)  No  of  promises  registered  during  the  year,  and  the  number  of 
registered j)remisesreeeiving a general  inspeetion  during  tlie  year: 


Class  of  Premises 

N amber  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

N umber  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered, 
premises 

reee.iving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the  year 

(i) 

{■i) 

(3) 

(4) 

Offices 

86 

86 

4(1 

Retail  Shops 

243 

243 

146 

Whole.sale  .shops,  warehouses 

5 

5 

3 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  ])ublic,  canteen.s 

47 

47 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

3 

Totals 

384 

384 

192 

Total  number  of  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  registered  premises  under 

the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 
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(ii)  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises  by 
workplace: — 


Cldnii  of  \VorL'])l(tre 

Number  of 
per.soris 
employed 

(1) 

(2) 

()flicos  ...  ...  ...  ...  

490 

Hctail  81ioj).s 

1,11)7 

tt’liolo.sale  (lopartinoiits,  wareliouses 

44 

Catei  iiip  o.stablishinont.s  open  (o  the  public 

202 

Cantoens 

2 

fuel  .‘itoi’afj'i' rlepots 

9 

Total 

1,914 

Total  Males  ... 

1)91 

Total  Females 

1,223 

(iii)  Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Contravention  in  respect 

Found 

Contravention  in  respcet 

Found 

of 

of 

C'leanlines.s 

i:t 

Sitting  facilities 

5 

Overcrowding 

1) 

Seats  for  .sedentarv' 

workers 

— 

Temperature 

87 

ICating  facilities 

o 

\'onlilatioii 

14 

Flours,  passages,  stairs 

:i:! 

Lighting 

1 

Fencing  of  exposed 

Sanitai'v  eonvenionoes 

20 

pai'ts  of  inachinei'v 

5 

Washing  facilities 

38 

General 
provisions  ... 

80 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

1 

45 
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